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TheKpelle language is part of thdMandefamily of languages, which is a subset of
Niger-Congo languages isfrica. There are two types Kpelle Guinean and Liberiar
Although they are very close, they are different enough to require separate learn
materials for those learninKipelle

AGuinean Kpelle(also known aSuerzén French) is spoken approximately 400,000-500,000
people, mainly spoken in tAainean forest regions

AThere aréwo grammars for GuinearkKpelle Casthelain and Lasort.

AThere aréwo dialects for GuinearKpelle Gbali a n dtandard Guinean Kpelle6 ( S C

Aliberian Kpelle is spoken bypproximately 480,000 people and is currently taught in Liberian
schools; although English is the official language of Liberia

AOne known dialect of LiberianKpellei s k n standardd iberian Kpelle6 ( SL K
AThere ardive tonal classesi n  Prbto-SoutdWest Mande6 | anguage (PS
Nati onal African Language Resource Cent e
significant irkKpelle 6

AThere aréwo pitch levels in PSWMhigh and low.

AThere ar@o noun classes in Kpelle, which is no different than otidandeanguages.



GUINEA
1 Badyara
2 Baga Binari
3 Baga Manduri
4 Baga Sitemu
6 Bassari
10D an
11 EastLimba
12 Eastern Maninkdcan (4
13 Guinea Kpelle
14Jahanka
16 Kakabe (5)
19 Kono
20 Konyarka Maninka
21 Kurarko
22 Landoma(4)
23 Lele
27 Mann
29 Manya
20 Mbulungish
31 Mixifore (2)
32 Nalu (2)
33 Northern Kissi
25 Pulaar(2)
35 Pular (8)
37 Sarkaran Manirka
3B Susu(2)
28 Toma(2)
A amey
41 Yalunka (3)

" 10 Py

GUINEA AND GUINEA-BISSAU

HAlantic
Chean G

GUINEA-BISSAU

1 Badyara

S Balanta Kentohe (3)
7 Bayot

NATIONAL LAN GUAGES

8 Biafada(2)
9 Bidyogo
15 Jola-Felupe
17 Kasanga
18 Kobiana
24 Mandirka (2)
25 Mandjak (3)
25 Mankanya (4
23 Mansoanka
32 Nalu
34 Papel
35 Pulaar(2)
35 Pular

GUINEA:
Northern Kissi
Guinea Kpelle

Eastern hManink ak an
Pular
Susu
Toma

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
GUINEA:
French
GUINEA-BISSAU:

WIDESPREAD LANGUAT

GUINEA:
Eastern Manink ak an

GUINEA-BISSAU:
Upper Guinea Crioulo

Notes:
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1. White areas are spars ely populated or uninhabited.

2. Dashed lines shaw overlap of language areas.

3. Brack ets show the number oftimes a language's
number appears onthe map for its country, if more

than once.
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http://www.ethnologue.com/

LIBERIA

Language Families
Atlantic K
Indo-European

1 Bandi 15 Kuwaa
2 Barclayville Greho 16 Liberia Kpelle (2)
3 Bassa 17 Liberian English
4 Central Grebo 18 Loma
SDan 19 Mann
G Dewoin 20 Manya
7 Eastern Krahn (7) 21 Mende (2)
S English 22 Northern Grebo
Q Gbii 23 Sapo
COTE D'IVOIRE 10 Gboloo Grebo 24 Southern Grebo
11 Glaro-Twabo 25 Southern Kisi
12 Glio-Oubi 26 Tajuasohn
13 Gola 27 Vai
14 Klao (2) 28 Western Krahn

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
Endish

/ WIDESP READ LANGUAGES
X _ : A ; Endish
Alantic Qoean ’ . ; : Liberian E nglish

Notes:

1. Dashed lines shaw overlap of language areas.

2. Brack ets show the number oftimes a language's
number appears on map, if more than once.
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iberian version of Kpelle: Gbes



http://www.ethnologue.com/

The Syllabary of Kpelle

0 T IKpellesyllabarywas invented during th@30s by
Chief Gbili of Sanoyea, Liberia. It was used to some
extent by speakers Kpellein Liberia and Guinea during
the193® and earl¥94® but never achieved popular
acceptance. Todepelle is usuallyritten with a

version of theLatin alphabet. 0

TheKpellesyllabargonsists 088 graphemes and is
written fromleft to right in horizontal rows.
Many of the glyphs have more than one form.



Kpelle Alphabet

Alpha a (b)
Phono a (b)
Alpha | Kk
Phono dy Kk
Alpha t

Phono

t
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http://sumale.vjf.cnrs.fr/

| PSWM Guinean Kpelle Liberian Kpelle

1). cvE, cvECVE 1) cvE£, cvEcVvE:L witih®, 6tvEedE:
2). cvY, cvdevY 2) cvicvio: y 12yocyicvnd yUl U
3). cvU, cv@cvU 3)c v i cy@®yquoo a x &)avU, cVAcvU: yl O%exed
4).cvEcv@ orcvEcvU 4) cvE£cvbD: y21°4) cdbBgol: 7Y2|°
5). cvdcvd 5 c¢cvicvIi: gb,n) o6viongb: gb, 6 n,

PSWM Proto-SouthWestMande
c ¢ consonant
v - vowel

Sty
She .
d,
Cbange C ¢
the ceg 7

Y34diha™6 You have e x K ud,e d

Yadja™ 6 You have exhaius tedan

YadjJa 0 You have exhausted
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Sample text in Kpelle (Latin
alphabet)
Nukangelekaajpkaataia, yiliGanu
kblemaawigpblpdalO i@adeiyonuyiih
ukupolpkaa@ar®; dikomuoni a
nuk a@gd aakuliwllikumaab
[@liluwali

Translation

All human beings are born free an
equal in dignity and rights. They ar
endowed with reason and consciel
and should act towards one anothe
a spirit of brotherhood.

(Article 1 of the Universal Declara
Human Rights)


http://www.omniglot.com/

Difficulties Learning English

Some issues speaker&péllemight face include:
Alearning numerous new vocabulary words for what they only had one word
example: ThKpelleword forcirclei keesekaee® 1 s oused t 0
a pot, a frog, a sl edgeDabeaPRIIO4., an

Alack of schooling (maipelledo not get more than eight years of school) mé
them fall behind on learning grammar, syntax, and semantics in their own lar
(L1), never mind in EnglishZ)L

Alearning completely new concepts on top of the vocabulary, such as meast
theKpellec an measure things with thelr
far, 0 a measurement of five mil es

AsinceKpelleis a monosyllabic and tonal language, difficulties in getting them
words with more than one syllable and recognize it as one word may be diffic
luckily, English uses different tones of voice to express meaning to common

the listener can understand better, althEpgheuse tones to sometimes mean

completely different words based on their pronunciation



Difficulties Learning English

ANith the exception of nouns that refer to peaptst nouns in theKpellelanguage ar
thesame in both singular and plural form; thecontext in which the word was used

gives it its meaning. Il n the opeopled nouns, |if
wr i ttenowat ht me oend; i1 f they are i1 nd
the plural.

Aln the English languagmunsar e speci fic in the sen
s hi ni nnKpele, they will benon-specificand wi | I say o0a

considered a nespecific form.

Adjectives have different functions Kpellethan in English. There are two types:
predicating andattributing. oPredicating verbs, by
ver bs. |l n ot her words, 1 f you kThacly
S. & Dwyer, D., 1981, p. 64).

A-or emphasis in a word or phrasipelles peaker s use Q@hée dbhe
not change the tone of their voice for emphasis (Thach S. & Dwyer, D., 1981, p. 76)




Difficulties Learning English

AAccording toThachand Dwyer (1981, P . 176) ,

which means that it is not always possible to determine how a word IS going
pronounced (given its spelling) or
uses the | etter 0s6 in words |1 ke:
sound different. This creates a challengépielfespeakers learning English.

AThe vowels used Kpelle(and in otheManddanguages) do not sound exactly
like English vowels, so the abilitykgfellespeakers to pronounce English words
correctly is made slightl ¥ Hpelemved i

slightly different sounds. They s
the vowel soundKpellespeakers may be tempted to make their vowel sounds
| onger than necessary. For exampl

obiyo Kpelle (Thach S. & Dwyer, D., 1981, p. 179).



Communication

U People from Liberia tend to be tranquil and composed. They will show their disagr:
with silence instead of in a verbal argument.

U Handshakes are a common greeting. Men are typically the only people to shake hi
Women rarely shake hands with others. Some men only shake hands with their peer:
also opull each otherdos middle finger,
(CultureVision2011).

U When beckoning for someone, it is looked down upon to use only one finger, all fin
must be used and the palm must be up. The same goes for pointing; if one must poil
someone, the whole hand must be used.

UoDirect eye cQultutediston20ll)s Itiaalso a sige of eespect to bow
slightly when speaking to an elder.

U Handholding also has rules amongKpellepeople. Two people of the same sex are
allowed to hold hands, but not two people of the opposite sex. Public displays of affe
not all owed either. Al s Culture/isibon2011).e f t
0Objects are received and p Laltarevision0li).h

U Time does not matter much for teelle Being late is not out of the ordinary.



- Resources

Internet Sites

Ager, S. 201). KpellesyllabaryOmniglotWriting systems & languages of tRetwevied from
http://mwww.omniglot.com/writing/kpelle.htm

Berry, J. W., &asenP.R. (eds.)1974. Culture and cognition: Readingscaitdrailgssycholéptrieved
from:
http://books.google.com/books?idgQOAAAAQAAI&Pg=PA 6KIpg=PA161&dg=Guerze+alph
abet+or+kpelle+alphabet&source=bl&ots5wW pic2xO&sig=lkspPPLufmD Qg8X|FecbKHDNKO
&hl=en&ei=K|TOTYumAsndgQfGmOSDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnund&ved=
OCDEOGAEWBA#v=0nepage&g=Guerze2alphabet@rvo2kpelle%2Calphabet&f=false

ChanardC. 200§. Languag&pelle Retrieved from
http://sumale.vjf.cnrs.fr/phono/AfficheTableauOrtAN.php?choixLangue=kp%8%9B|%C%9BW
00. Translated by Microsoft Translator at:
http:// www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?ref=Internal&from=&to=en&a=hiBa%i%2isumal
e.vjf.cnrs.fr%fphono%@fAfficheTableauOrthi2N.php%@sfchoixL angueBadkp %@ 5C9%25B1%25C9
%25Bwo0

CultureVision 201). Nonverbal communicafeirieved from
http://nwmemorial.crculturevision.com/subscribers/groups.aspXZidd=51

CultureVision 201). Oral communicatiétetrieved from
http://nwmemorial.crculturevision.com/subscribers/groups.aspxZidd=49
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