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Cracking)the)Academic)Code:)))
Expanding)Opportunities)for)English)Language)Learners)

The)“Big)Picture”)
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Academic!Success!
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Economic!Opportunity!

!
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Societal!Well:Being!

Goldenberg)(2008))–)Based)on)2007)National)Assessment)of)Educational)Progress)(NAEP))Report 
)
“…fourth+grade!ELLs!scored!36!points!below!non+ELLs!in!reading!and!25!points!below!non+ELLs!in!math.!!The!gaps!
among!eighth+graders!were!even!larger—42!points!in!reading!and!37!points!in!math.”!
!
“Whatever!the!explanation!for!these!achievement!gaps,!they!bode!ill!for!English!learners’!future!educational!and!
vocational!options.”!
!
“They!also!bode!ill!for!society!as!a!whole,!since!the!costs!of!large+scale!underachievement!are!very!high”!(p.!11)!
!

Chall)(2000))–)on)“Preventing)the)FourthMGrade)Slump”)

“Students!seem!to!need!three!kinds!of!strengths!in!order!to!progress!to!Stage!3![Reading!to!Learn]:!sufficient!

knowledge!of!the!meanings!of!more!academic!and!abstract!words,!sufficient!reasoning!ability!to!understand!the!

more!difficult!texts,!and!facility!with!reading!skills—word!recognition,!and!decoding,!and!fluency”!(introduction)!
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Academic)Vocabulary)Levels) 
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!
http://www.wordandphrase.info/academic/!

!
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*Inputted!sample!from!middle!school!life!science!text,!retrieved!from!http://www.ck12.org/life?science/!


